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Begonia cucullata Willdenow, native to South America, has 
become established among indigenous plants in a forested area 
near Port SI. Johns, Transkei. It can be easily distinguished 
from other species of Begoniaceae found in southern Africa by 
characteristics of the leaves and stem. Plants of this species 
may also be found in other localities, as they easily disperse 
from cultivated areas. 
Begonia cucullata Willdenow, inheems aan Suid-Amerika, is 
gevestig tussen inheemse plante in 'n inheemse woud digby 
Port St Johns, Transkei. Dit word maklik onderskei van ander 
Begoniaceae spesies wat in suidelike Afrika gevind word deur 
blaar- en stameienskappe. Plante van hierdie spesie kan moont-
lik ook in ander lokaliteite voorkom aangesien hulle maklik uit 
tuine kan versprei. 
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There are over 1000 species of Begoniaceae (Smith et al. 
1986), predominantly tropical forest understorey herbs, of 
which six are recognized in southern Africa (Hilliard, 1976). 
We report here the occurrence of B. cucullata Willdenow, 
native to southern Brazil, Paraguay and northern Argentina, 
which should be considered an addition to the flora of southern 
Africa. 
We have found Begonia cucullata growing in two places 
along ~he northern bank of the Umzimvubu River between the 
Pondoland Bridge and Agate Terrace, near Port St. Johns, 
Transkei [T. McLellan 313 (KEI) , T. McLeJlan, Bosa and 
Wopula 344 (KEI, US)]. The habitat is forest with a partiaJly 
open canopy on a substrate of loose boulders, in what appear to 
be recent rockfaJls from the steep northern side of Mt. 
Sullivan. B. cucullata was previously collected at the same 
locality in August 1984 (K. Balkwill et al. 1945, 23 August 
1984, Urnzimvubu River valley, road from Pond oland Bridge 
to Agate Terrace (NU) and A. Hutchings 1167, 22 August 
1984, north side of Urnzimvubu River (KEI)). 
These plants were identified as Begonia cucullata by the 
distinctive cucullate or hooded \eaves, which have leaf bases, 
especially in leaves that are not yet fully expanded, that are 
curled inwards into the shape of a funnel. Three varieties of B. 
cucullata are recognized (Golding, 1982), and these plants can 
be identified as var. cucullata by the minutely' denticulate 
margins of the stipu\es. Flowers have either white or pink 
corollas. 
The plants have erect stems and glossy, slightly asymmetri-
cal, ovate leaves. B. cucullata can be clearly distinguished 
from other species of Begonia known from southern Africa. 
The five indigenous species have stem bases modified into 
either stem tubers or caudices (Hilliard, 1976; McLellan, 
1990), while there is no such modification in B. cucullata. The 
other exotic species, B. hirtella Link, can be distinguished 
from B. cucullata by its hirsute leaves. 
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B. cucullata is most likely to be confused with the rare B. 
homonyma Steudl., especially if only the more symmetrical 
juvenile leaves are present in B. homonyma (McLellan, 1993). 
In addition to the absence of a caudex in B. cucullata, the 
shape and venation of the leaves differ between them (Figure 
1). Leaf bases are rounded and tips are obtuse in B. cucullata, 
while in B. homonyma, bases are cordate and tips are acute to 
cuspidate. Both have palmately-veined leaves, but the veins of 
B. cucullata are smaJler and branch less than those of B. 
homonyma, which has veins that are raised above the under-
surface of the thick leaves (HiJliard, 1976). The angle between 
the petiole and the longest vein of the leaves is nearly straight 
in B. cucullata and sharply angled in B. homonyma. Petioles 
are shorter in B. cucullata, rarely more than 3 cm long, while 
they may reach 13 cm in B. homonyma. 
Other plants in the same area as B. cucullata are indigenous 
species and include Begonia dregei Otto et Dietr., Microsorium 
punctatum (L.) Copel. , Stange ria eriopus (Kunze) Baill., 
Dracaena aletriformis (Haw.) Bos, Haemanthus albijlos Jacq., 
Plectranthus madagascarensis (Pers.) Benth., Dalbergia 
armata E. Mey., Obetia tenax (N.E. Br.) Fries, and Hypoestes 
Soland. ex R. Br. sp. The flowers of Begonia cucullata and B. 
dregei are similar in form and colour, and occur at the same 
time of year. However, we have seen no plants that were inter-
mediate between B. cucullata and B. dregei. B. cucullata is 
unlikely to form hybrids with the indigenous B. dregei because 
they have different chromosome numbers, 2n = 56 in B. cucul-
lata and 2n = 26 in B. dregei (Legro & Doorenbos, 1969). 
The likely source for Begonia cucullata near Port S1. Johns 
may be the hybrid Semperflorens begonias from gardens in the 
vicinity. One population of B. cucullata is situated about 
200 m and the other 1100 m from such cultivated areas. B . 
cucullata is one of the sources of the widely cultivated 
Semperflorens begonias, which were developed by selection 
and hybridization of B. cucullata with B. roezlii Regel and B. 
schmidtiana Regel (Thompson & Thompson, 1981). The plants 
at Port S1. Johns have longer internodes, fewer branches and 
fewer flowers than currcntly available hybrids. Of the three 
species used in hybridization, they resemble B. cucullata. It is 
unlikely that B. cucullata will spread over great distances 
rapidly, since the seeds tend to be passively dispersed (Agren 
& Schernske, 1993). 
B. cucullata has become widely naturalized in the tropics 
(Smith et al. 1986) and it may weJl be found elsewhere in the 
warmer summer rainfaJl areas of southern Africa. Although it 
Figure 1 Outlines of representative leaves. a. B. cucullata (T. 
McLellan 313); b. B. homonyma (T. McLellan 214, Mkambati, 
Transkei). Scale bar represents 5 cm. 
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is an introduced species, it grows in association with indige-
nous flora in a habitat with little human disturbance. The 
occurrence of an exotic species with indigenous plants demon-
strates that it can be difficult to distinguish introduced from 
native species solely by their distribution, habitat and habits. 
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